
✦Intro:  The story is told of the great artist Michelangelo laboriously pulling 
from a marble quarry a large piece that had been discarded, deemed 

unworthy and useless due to faults in the rock. A passer-by asked 
Michelangelo what in the world he intended to do with it. The master artists 

reply was, “There's an angel inside wanting to get out!”
✦That’s kind of how it is with every believer in Jesus.  When you give your 

life to him, and accept his gift of forgiveness and salvation, the Bible says 
that the Holy Spirit comes to live in you.

✦“Therefore I tell you that no-one who is speaking by the Spirit of 
God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no-one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” 

except by the Holy Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:3, NIV.
✦So in a way, there is an angel inside of every believer waiting to get out.  

Actually it is a spirit, The Spirit of Jesus, and he wants to get out, that is, he 
wants to live out his goodness and his power in your body and in your life.  

And so he gives gifts, abilities with which you can bless others.  But there 
are some misconceptions about this and those are what we shall tackle 

today.
✦Misconception #1: Spiritual gifts ended with the Apostles.  There 

were centuries in Church history when little was spoken about spiritual 
gifts, even thought the Holy Spirit was never absent.  You know, as we 

discussed a few weeks ago, believers have to have the Holy Spirit even to 
believe, but we can fail to let him fill us up.  We can fail to “keep in step with 

the Spirit” (Gal.5:25).  And we can “put out the Spirit’s fire” (1Thess 5:19).  
There were centuries when the Church leadership was considered the only 

exercisers of what the Bible says belongs to all believers! Protestant 
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churches have contributed to this some.  Main line protestantism has often 
held that the spectacular gifts, say like tongues, healing, prophecy, miracles 

–all ended with the Apostles.  But the interesting thing about that is that 
nowhere in the Bible, or even the writings of the Apostles (NT) does it tell 

us this is so.  Paul speaks as if the role of Apostle continues.
✦“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, 

some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to 
prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up” Ephesians 4:11, 12, NIV.
✦Why do we only think the last two or three exist?  Secondly, the Holy 

Spirit continues to do miraculous things in churches all over the world.  
Christians all over the world receive messages from God through others.  

Miraculous healings take place in Jesus’ name all the time! 
✦Annes Mogoli runs a church ministry for special needs kids and 

their parents. That’s remarkable considering she has a full time job 
and she’s a single mother raising six kids.  There’s a lot to tell of her 

story of suffering but one sticks out to me.  She walked into church 
one morning head hanging, having just found out she was pregnant 

for the sixth time.  She thought I can’t let anyone know I’m pregnant 
again. She heard things in her mind like, “You can never have this 

baby.  Look at all the problems you have already! Think about how 
your husband is treating you. How can you have another child?”   

During the message, out of nowhere her pastor said, “There’s a 
woman here whom the enemy is attacking in her mind about her 
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pregnancy.  But the Lord wants you to know that if you have that 
baby, you will be blessed.”  Annes says, “That was the sign I needed!”

✦Maybe sometimes we are like the city of Nazareth.  Scripture says that 
Jesus could do no miracles there because they did not believe in him!  I am 

suggesting that one reason we might tend to shelve a lot of the Spirit’s gifts 
is that we tell ourselves flatly that God doesn’t do those things anymore.  

It’s time for a reawakening in the Church, people!  A time when every 
Christian lives and walks so closely to God that the power of the Holy Spirit 

bubbles out of each one.  It’s time for “church” to stop being something we 
do, but something we are!  It’s time for church members everywhere to stop 

making lame excuses for not living life with God, and stop pretending that 
that was then and this is now. Jesus himself did not say his followers could 

do things almost as great as he did.  He didn’t say that!  Jesus said that his 
followers would do greater things than he did!

✦“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have 
been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am 

going to the Father.” John 14:12, NIV.

✦Misconception #2: Spiritual gifts are always miraculous and 

unusual.  The historical background to Paul’s letter, as we saw last week, 
is that these believers had clearly received powers, and abilities from God.  

But they had begun to prize the showy ones, like tongues, or miracles, or 
healing.  It’s interesting that in all three places that Paul summarizes a list 

of gifts, he puts tongues at the bottom of the list, exactly opposite of what 
the Corinthian believers were doing. Now in our day, the Pentecostal 
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believers have done us a great service in returning our attention to the work 
of the Holy Spirit in Christians, but the modern Charismatic movement has 

leaned in much the same way as the Corinthian believers.  We’d be hard 
pressed to find a church that said, “First you must believe in Jesus for your 

salvation.  And then the Holy Spirit of Jesus will come and live in your 
heart.  And you will be able to tell because you will become a much more 

encouraging person!”  Or “You will become someone who shares more!”  
Both of these are listed by Paul as examples of spiritual gifts in Romans 12.  

Some gifts are more ordinary, but not less important.
✦B. In Outlive Your Life, Max Lucado writes: 

✦“Long before the church had pulpits and baptisteries, she had 
kitchens and dinner tables. Even a casual reading of the New 

Testament unveils the house as the primary tool of the church. The 
primary gathering place of the church was the home.  Not everyone 

can serve in a foreign land, lead a relief effort, or volunteer at the 
downtown soup kitchen. But who can't be hospitable? Do you have a 

front door? A table? Chairs? Bread and meat for sandwiches? 
Congratulations! You just qualified to serve in the most ancient of 

ministries: hospitality.
✦Something holy happens around a dinner table that will never 

happen in a sanctuary. In a church auditorium you see the backs of 
heads. Around the table you see the expressions on faces. In the 

auditorium one person speaks; around the table everyone has a 
voice. Church services are on the clock. Around the table there is 

time to talk.
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✦Hospitality opens the door to uncommon community. It's no 
accident that hospitality and hospital come from the same Latin word, 

for they both lead to the same result: healing. When you open your 
door to someone, you are sending this message: "You matter to me 

and to God." You may think you are saying, "Come over for a visit." 
But what your guest hears is, "I'm worth the effort."

✦Misconception #3: Everyone should be able to do everything 
everyone else does by God’s power.  Um, no!

✦We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. Romans 
12:6
✦“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 

Peter 4:10, NIV.
✦In our text after pointing out how the church is Christ’s body, like our 

physical bodies, with various different parts, he asks rhetorically...
✦“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having 

gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of 
administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. Are 

all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 

interpret?” 1 Corinthians 12:27-30, NIV.
✦Obviously not.  This is closely related to the next...
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✦Misconception #4: If I don’t have a certain gift, I needn’t be at all 
concerned about it.  This is a tricky one.  Take the gift of generosity: 

contributing to others by giving away what you have.  Some people have 
this, really!   Maybe you can even think of someone like this.  They are 

eager to give, they live minimally, they save so that they can share, and 
when asked it is not hard for them to donate.   Now other folks are like, 

“Whoa, ah, praise God I don’t have that gift!  I just don’t feel lead, you know 
what I mean? Whew!”  They figure the church facility will stay open, the 

lawn will get mowed the air conditioner will be paid for, the floors mopped, -
all without any necessary contribution from them. Or when they see some 

kid with taped-together glasses frames they merrily say “You should 
replace those.” and as they walk by they pray that someone will notice and 

help the poor lad.  Don’t misunderstand!
✦All the spiritual gifts are also in another way, Christian values and 

virtues. That is, every Christian is expected by their Maker to aspire 
to such things as are characteristic of their Maker!  Every follower is 

of Jesus is to be generous.  Every believer is to be encouraging.  All 
Christians need to exercise faith and learn to be discerning, and so 

forth.  But where God has especially gifted you, there you 
concentrate. 

✦J.R.R. Tolkien, the British author of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, 
was a devout Christian who wanted his books to awaken people to the 

biblical struggle between good and evil. Tolkien also humbly believed that 
all his creativity was a "supreme gift" which came straight from God. While 

he was working as a university professor, Tolkien had the following 
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experience, which he claimed was the beginning of The Hobbit and then 
eventually The Lord of the Rings: I was doing the dull work of correcting 

exam papers when I came upon a blank page someone had turned in—a 
boon to all exam makers. I turned it over and wrote on the back, "In a hole 

in the ground there lived a hobbit" [that sentence would become the first 
line for The Hobbit]. I'd never even heard of a hobbit or used the word 

before."  Later on he would also say, "I have long ceased to invent [my 
stories]. I wait till I seem to know what really happened. Or till it writes 

itself." And in a personal letter he described his writing process: "The Other 
Power [God] then took over: the Writer of the Story (by which I do not mean 

myself), 'that one ever-present Person who is never absent …'"

✦Misconception #5: Spiritual gifts are only for preachers, or church 
workers who can afford the time to be godly (cuz we pay them).  

(Corollary: the rest of us are good for nothing.) To this misconception we 
must return to our text of two studies ago:

✦It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, 
some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to 

prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up” Ephesians 4:11, 12, NIV.

✦It is the Church leaders/staff’s job to help and teach everyone else in the 
Body how to serve and love, visit, and witness, and care, etc.
✦B. Another part of this misconception is that Christian virtues and spiritual 
disciplines are also things especially for the clergy.  The clergy will read 

God’s word, so we don’t have to.  (Ooo, huge mistake. The clergy will help 
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you to learn to do it well.  But if you want to experience God, you gotta 
listen to him yourself!)  Church staff will practice a healthy balance of work 

and rest, retreat and involvement, worship and ball practice, spiritual 
reading and frivolous entertainment.  The rest of us are free to let our 

hobbies dictate our time, or our jobs be our life, and we’re none the worse 
for it.  (Ooo, not so.  And listen, if we live and think like this, when our 

offspring grow up to be unsocial, inhospitable, overspending, reluctant, lazy 
and passionless about the Kingdom, –we cannot tell ourselves we did the 

best we could, because we didn’t.)

✦Misconception #6: My giftedness is about me.  We talked about this 
last week, so I don’t need to say a lot, except to remind us of the purpose 

of spiritual gifts.  That includes speaking in tongues, gifts of knowledge 
from the Lord, service, encouraging, –all of them.  Your gifts are for other 

people.  Whenever we read about them in the Bible we see this.  We’ve 
read these verses today already:

✦“use whatever gift he has received to serve others” 1Pet4:10
✦“so that the body of Christ may be built up” Ephesians 4:12,
✦“so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts 
should have equal concern for each other.” 1 Corinthians 12:25, NIV.

✦“Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that 
build up the church.” 1 Corinthians 14:12, NIV.

✦Spiritual gifts are for bringing God honor through serving and helping 
others. Others are the ordained recipients of what we offer to Christ!  The 

reason tongues got out of control in Corinth was that they were pointing to 
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themselves.  “Oh look at what I can do.”  Always point to God, friends. 
When we offer our abilities and talents to God, the Holy Spirit infuses them 

and blesses the world in more ways that we can know. 
✦Conclusion: Let me share some examples of people using their gifts that 

bless me as I recall them.  Each month when our Worship Planning Team 
meets and we ask how we can get the message of the text across to the 

people I get to see minds start whirling.  Its a delight, really.  I can’t count 
the number of times Kelli, our office administrator or other staff have 

suggested things that need my attention, or reminded me of things that 
were really all my responsibility, and yet for some reason or other it came to  

their minds...like that we have church at 9:30 on Sunday.  I appreciate 
these gifts!  A prayer team in my church in IA would come to the church all 

hours of day and night and retrieve a locked prayer-request box, go in the 
library and pray for people’s needs.  They were serious about prayer.  

When we had a call to our next church, we asked them to tell us what God 
wanted.  I watch people mulch the flower beds.  I see people revamp the 

stage.  Years ago in a previous church we served there was no VBS 
because it had kinda died a few years earlier.  Our youth director asked the 

High School students one day what they would do for God if they knew 
they couldn’t fail.  Without hesitation Melissa said she’d run a VBS for little 

kids! The leader said, “Then that’s what you’re gonna do!”  That summer 
she did.  There were 273 kids in VBS that summer!  She was doing what 

the Holy Spirit urged her to do.  Her angel was getting out!  How about 
yours?  God has things to do through you.  That’s where you find joy, and 

meaning. 
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